LAFAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

5955 Route 20 West

LaFayette, New York 13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

September 28, 2006
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, September 28, 2006, in the LaFayette Central School District Office.  The meeting was called to order by President Wolf at approximately 6:04 p.m.  Present were Trustee LaCava, Adam, Dwyer, and Keefe.  Excused was Trustee Miller.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Mondanaro; Tom Goskoski, School Business Official; Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk; Ron Simons, School Auditor; Cindy Skeval, Grimshaw Clerk; Maura Daly, English Teacher; Rita Golden, English Teacher; Mary Anne Radus, English Teacher; Paula Cowling, Jr./Sr. High School Principal; Damon Derbyshire, English Teacher.
The following attendees were also present: 
Drew Beardslee

Claire LaCava

Kevin Jones
Sheran Beardslee

Donna Knapp

Paul Dwyer
John Verzosa

Julie Biegler

Eric D. Biegler
Doreen Verzosa

Ralph Lamson

Jennifer Jackowski

II. Executive Session 
On the recommendation of President Wolf, a motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Adam to enter into Executive Session as an audit committee to discuss the draft audit to include Superintendent Mondanaro; Tom Goskoski, School Business Official; Ron Simons, School Auditor; and Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk. 
Motion carried Yes-5  No-0 Absent -2 (Miller, Garabedian)
The Board entered into Executive Session at approximately 6:05 p.m.  



Trustee Garabedian entered Executive Session at approximately 6:35 p.m.

Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Adam to come out of Executive Session at approximately 6:36 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
President Wolf called for a break at approximately 6:37 p.m.

The meeting resumed at 6:41 p.m.
III. Approval of Minutes

A. Motion by Trustee Keefe, Seconded by Trustee LaCava to approve the minutes from the August 22, 2006 Regular Meeting (with Amendments).
Motion Carried Yes –5  No –0  Abstain –1 (Garabedian)  Absent –1 (Miller)
B. Motion by Trustee LaCava, Seconded by Trustee Adam to approve the minutes from the September 14, 2006 Regular Meeting (with Amendments).

There was discussion regarding the regalia report from Superintendent Mondanaro and a decision was made to have the report posted on the Board website.

Motion Carried Yes –6  No –0  Absent –1 (Miller)
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IV. Opening Remarks 
President Wolf thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and reviewed the meeting agenda.
V. District Presentations and Reports
A. Oral Communications
A community member inquired about the Athletic Committee and any progress made towards the evaluation of coaches and the supervision of locker rooms.  

The Board President responded that work has been done by the Athletic Committee including an athletic handbook, Superintendent has been designated to do coaching evaluations, and there will be supervision of locker rooms at all school events.

A parent presented a letter to the Board written by parents of Hispanic students with concerns related to representation of Non-Native American cultural groups.  The Board President accepted the letter on behalf of the BOE and stated that it would be reviewed at a later date.
There was an inquiry regarding the specific evaluation criteria of coaches, and the Board President stated that the Board would discuss this topic and provide feedback at a later date.

There was discussion regarding the English testing results that were printed in the Syracuse Post Standard newspaper, and it was stated that there would be further discussion of this topic during the instructional presentation.

Further discussion regarding a newspaper article attached to the letter written by Hispanic students’ parents ensued.  
B. Community of Caring – Grandparent’s Day
Superintendent Mondanaro presented Community of Caring awards to the following for their efforts and help with Grandparent’s Day:

Jennifer Jackowski



Kathy Field


Claire LaCava


Donna Knapp


Cindy Skeval
Invitees who could not attend:


Christine Clarkson
Cathie Gardiner
A. Department Presentation – ELA 7-12 – M. Radus

Mary Anne Radus, Coordinator of ELA, gave a presentation of the District’s ELA department and the students’ ranking among other local schools and progress towards IIP Goals.

VI. Old Business

A. Effort/Recognition
Trustee Adam stated that the Board is all caught up on their letters.
B. Adhoc/BOE Committee Review – Policy 2210

President Wolf introduced Policy 2210, “Committees of the Board.” There was discussion regarding the Athletic, Audit, and Visitation committees.

Trustee Dwyer inquired as to if there was room on the Athletic Committee, and the Board agreed to add Trustee Dwyer on the Athletic Committee.
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VII. New Business 

There was discussion regarding a response letter written to Trustee Dwyer from the NYS Department of State, Committee on Open Government, and it was agreed to table the discussion until all documents have been received and reviewed.
Trustee Dwyer mentioned that the District calendar posted on the District’s website is outdated.
President Wolf asked that the calendar be changed and thanked Trustee Dwyer for her efforts in keeping the website up to date.

VIII. Superintendent’s Report
A. Consent Board Action Items

On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to approve the following:
1. Private and Parochial Transportation Request - Addition
2. AIM Brochure – Re-adopt
3. BOCES Annual Co-op Bidding Resolution
4. BOCES Transportation Contract
6.  Request for Unpaid Leave Day - Instructional

5.  Tenure Recommendations - REMOVED

Motion Carried Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
B. Tenure Recommendations

1. Superintendent Mondanaro made the recommendation to grant tenure to Christine Jugan to the tenure area of Special Education.

Yes

No
President Wolf



 X





Vice President Adam


 X




Trustee Keefe



 X








Trustee LaCava


 X




Trustee Dwyer



 X

Trustee Garabedian


 X

Motion Carried Yes-6  No-0  Absent-1 (Miller)

2. Superintendent Mondanaro made the recommendation to grant tenure to William O’Leary to the tenure area of School Counselor.

Yes

No
President Wolf



 X





Vice President Adam


 X




Trustee Keefe



 X








Trustee LaCava


 X




Trustee Dwyer



 X

Trustee Garabedian


 X

Motion Carried Yes-6  No-0  Absent-1 (Miller)
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C. Non-Action Items (District Updates)

1. OCM-BOCES 5-Year School Budget Vote Summary
Superintendent Mondanaro mentioned the 5-School Budget Vote Summary and that the vote outcomes have been somewhat consistent.
2. October 6 Conference Agenda
Superintendent Mondanaro discussed some changes in the conference day and that there will be no students in attendance that day.
3. LCSD & BOCES 3-8 ELA Results

Superintendent Mondanaro discussed ELA scores and the process teachers are using to help students achieve higher results on the ELA.
D. Communications

President Wolf discussed Policy 1300, “School Board Member Code of Conduct,” and asked the Board to review and sign the policy and return it to the District clerk by the next Board meeting.
E. Calendar Review
The following dates were discussed:
Oct 5: Superintendent Mondanaro will be receiving an award at the For Kids’ Sake


Dinner being held by The Consortium For Children’s Services Inc at 6:30 pm.

It was also discussed that Superintendent Mondanaro is also the new President of the
Superintendent’s Council within OCM-BOCES.

Oct 6: Superintendent’s Conference Day

Oct 11: National Honor Society induction at the high school at 7:30 pm


Oct 12: BOE Meeting at the District Office at 6:30 pm

Oct 24: Jr/Sr High School Parents Meeting at 6:00 pm

Oct 26: BOE Meeting at Grimshaw’s Cafeteria at 6:30 pm



 Trustee Adam will be out of town on the 26th.


Oct 27: Jr. High School Dance 
F. Personnel

1. Resignations
i. Board of Education Resignation:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the resignation of Interscholastic employee as listed on sheet #1.
Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller) 

2. Appointments
i. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Instructional employees as listed on sheet #7.
Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller) 
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ii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Substitute Teacher employees as listed on sheet #2.

Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
iii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Non-instructional employees as listed on sheet #4.

Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
iv. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Co-Curricular employees as listed on sheet #3.

Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
v. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Interscholastic employees as listed on sheet #3.

Motion Carried  Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
Trustee Dwyer asked about the combining of teams. Superintendent Mondanaro stated that there is no combining of teams for the winter season.

Trustee Garabedian inquired as to why some sports teams have one coach while others have more than one coach.  It was answered that the number of coaches depends on the number of participants, the complexity of the sport, and the level of the sport.

IX. Financial Reports 
A. Warrants - #2, #3 – FYI

B. Treasurer Report – July & August
On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, motioned by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to approve the July and August 2006 Treasurer Report.

Motion carried Yes-6  No-0  Absent-1 (Miller)
X. Closing Remarks
A. Oral Communications – 
Jr/Sr High Principal Cowling recommended the book “Understanding Poverty,” by Ruby Payne.

There was an inquiry about where one could find reading scores of other Districts.  It was answered that you could find test scores on the State Education Department website.   

There was a discussion regarding how a student may be exempted from testing and it was stated that a student must be highly disabled in order to be exempted from testing.
District Clerk Nesbitt was excused at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk
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XI. Executive Session 
On the recommendation of President Wolf, a motion by Trustee Adam, seconded by Trustee LaCava to enter into Executive Session to discuss contractual and personnel matters to include Superintendent Mondanaro and Tom Goskoski, School Business Official. 
Motion carried Yes-6  No-0  Absent -1 (Miller)
Trustee Garabedian was excused from the remainder of the meeting.

The Board entered into Executive Session at approximately 8:47 p.m.  



Motion by Trustee Adam, seconded by Trustee Dwyer to come out of Executive Session at approximately 9:04 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes-5  No-0  Absent -2 (Miller, Garabedian)
The Regular Meeting resumed at 9:04 p.m.

XII. Adjournment
Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Adam to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:05 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes-5  No-0  Absent -2 (Miller, Garabedian)







Respectfully submitted,
Tom Goskoski, Acting District Clerk
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