LAFAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

5955 Route 20 West

LaFayette, New York 13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

October 12, 2006
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, October 12, 2006, in the LaFayette Central School District Office.  The meeting was called to order by President Wolf at approximately 6:35 p.m.  Present were Trustees Miller, LaCava, Garabedian, Adam, Dwyer, and Keefe.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Mondanaro; Tom Goskoski, School Business Official; Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk; Ron Simons, School Auditor; Jennifer Blossey, Grimshaw Vice-Principal/CSE Chairperson; and Lynna Donohue, K-6 Science Department Chairperson.
The following attendees were also present: 
John Verzosa
Doreen Verzosa

Dan Dwyer
Pat Dwyer

Jennifer Jackowski

II. Approval of Minutes

A. Motion by Trustee LaCava, Seconded by Trustee Dwyer to approve the minutes from the September 28, 2006 Regular Meeting (with Amendments).
Motion Carried Yes – 6 No – 0 Abstain – 1 (Miller)
III. Opening Remarks 
President Wolf welcomed everyone to the meeting and reviewed the meeting agenda.  He stated that there would be two additions under old business: C. Response to the Letter From Parents of Hispanic Students, and D. Board Member Code of Conduct.

IV. District Presentations and Reports
A. Independent Auditor Report for 2005-06 Fiscal Year

Ron Simons reviewed the 2005-06 Fiscal Year Financial Audit.
B. Department Presentation – Science K-6 – L. Donohue

Lynna Donohue, K-6 Science Department Chairperson, gave a presentation on the K-6 Science Curriculum. 
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C. Oral Communications

There was an inquiry regarding the letter presented to the board at the last meeting from parents of Hispanic students, and it was noted that the Board would be reviewing the letter later in the meeting.
The Board was presented with a letter regarding “A More Positive Image of the Hispanic (Immigrant) Origin in this Public School District,” from the parents of Hispanic students.

There was discussion regarding the video taping and distribution of video tapes of the Board of Education meetings.
V. Old Business

A. Effort/Recognition
Trustee Miller discussed that letters are up to date with the exception of the dugout letter because the Board is still waiting for some names of the volunteers. 
The Board agreed to send out the dugout letter to the known volunteers.

Trustee LaCava suggested sending an Effort/Recognition letter out to the new National Honor Society Inductees and the Board agreed that there should be a letter sent to the new inductees.
B. Adhoc/BOE Committee Review – Policy 2210
It was agreed to drop Adhoc/BOE Committee Review – Policy 2210 from Old Business.
C. Response to the Letter From Parents of Hispanic Students
President Wolf distributed the response letter drafted by Superintendent Mondanaro.  
Trustee Garabedian stated that she would like more time to look into the topic and would like to respond at a later time.

Trustee Dwyer asked if it would be possible to find out the origin of the article that was submitted to the Board with the original letter.

President Wolf suggested that the Board find out the source of the article and get further clarification on the topic from legal counsel.

Trustee Dwyer asked if a Board member was not in agreement with the response letter, if he/she could not sign the response letter.
It was answered that it has been the history of the Board to reach consensus as a whole when making decisions.  

There was discussion that the letter is still in draft form.

President Wolf suggested, and the Board agreed, to request Superintendent Mondanaro to obtain clarification from Board members and legal counsel on the response letter and to keep the topic under Old Business for the next Board of Education Meeting.

D. Board Member Code of Conduct

Trustee Dwyer recommended an addition to the Code of Conduct Policy regarding disclosing confidential information per Education and State Law.  
It was discussed that a Board member should sign the Code of Conduct Policy and could discuss changes to the Policy at a later time, following normal process of a motion and a second and three Board readings.

Superintendent Mondanaro explained that in the Board of Education Member Oath it states that a Board member will abide by Education and State Law.

Trustee Keefe added that there is language in the beginning of the Board Policy book regarding following Education and State Law.
Trustee Dwyer thanked them for their clarification.
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VI. New Business 

There was no new business.
VII. Superintendent’s Report
A. Consent Board Action Items

On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to approve the following:
1. Leave Without Pay Request Correction
2. Resolution to Approve Lease Purchase of Mower
3. Approval of 2005-06 Financial Audit – Piaker & Lyons
Motion Carried Yes-7  No-0 
B. Non-Action Items (District Updates)

1. School Bus Driver Appreciation Day – 10/18/06 
Superintendent Mondanaro discussed that there was a legislative resolution to make October 18th School Bus Driver Appreciation Day in New York State, and that the District will be having refreshments in the transportation lounge along with various other things for the bus drivers that day.
2. Final Evaluation for 21st Century Learning Grant
Superintendent Mondanaro reviewed the final evaluation of the 2005-06 21st Century Program and that the District will be applying for the grant with McGraw Central School District next year.  It was discussed that the program has had positive feedback and that Michael Spring has done a great job with the program.  Data from all three buildings were reviewed.
3. LaFayette Financial Demographics
Business Official Goskoski reviewed District demographics versus the State average regarding student population and wealth within the District.  
4. Value Added Assessment
Superintendent Mondanaro discussed a Value Added Assessment System and that the District is working on implementation of the system with ELA and Math.
5. ONS NCLB Teacher Certification Designation

Superintendent Mondanaro reviewed the Onondaga Nation School’s No Child Left Behind Teacher Certification Designation and that the District is working towards ONS being in compliance by June 1, 2007.
6. Policy Manual – CD
Superintendent Mondanaro presented the Board Policy Manual on CD to the Board. 
There was discussion regarding the possibility of uploading the CD to the Board website depending on the amount of space it will use on the District’s server.

7. LaFayette Central School District Staff Directory
Superintendent Mondanaro presented the LaFayette Central School District Staff Directory to the Board of Education.
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8. Recent Nationwide School Violence; Our Reaction
Superintendent Mondanaro discussed all the measures and precautions that the District is taking and that the District will be conducting evacuation drills.  
C. Communications:
Trustee Dwyer submitted the questions that she asked Bob Freeman to President Wolf.  President Wolf asked her to provide the original documentation that Bob Freeman responded to.  

Trustee Miller discussed sending an Effort/Recognition letter to each bus driver on Bus Driver Appreciation Day.  The Board agreed to send out an Effort/Recognition letter to each bus driver.
D. Calendar Review:

October 16th: GAPS Meeting at 6:30 P.M.
October 24th: Jr/Sr Parents Meeting at Jr/Sr High School at 6:00 P.M.
October 26th: Board of Education Meeting at Grimshaw at 6:30 P.M.

October 27th: Jr. High Dance at Jr/Sr High School at 7:00 P.M.
October 27th: Optimist Halloween Party 6:30 P.M.
October 31st: Grimshaw Halloween Parade at 2:00 P.M.

November 3rd: Community of Caring at Grimshaw

November 9th: Board of Education Meeting at D.O. at 6:30 P.M.

E. Personnel

1. Termination
i. Board of Education Termination: On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Adam, seconded by Trustee Dwyer to accept the termination of Non-Instructional employee as listed on sheet #1.

Motion Carried  Yes - 7  No - 0 

2. Appointments
i. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Adam to accept the appointment of Substitute Teacher employees as listed on sheet #3.
Motion Carried  Yes - 7  No - 0 
ii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Adam to accept the appointment of Non-Instructional employees as listed on sheet #5.

Motion Carried  Yes - 7  No - 0
iii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Garabedian, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of Co-Curricular employees as listed on sheet #4.

Motion Carried  Yes - 7  No - 0
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VIII. Financial Reports 
A. Warrants - #5, #6, #7, #8 – FYI

B. School Tax Refund Warrant - #1 – FYI 

District Clerk Nesbitt was excused at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk
IX. Closing Remarks
A. Oral Communications – None 
X. Executive Session 
On the recommendation of President Wolf, a motion by Trustee Adam, seconded by Trustee LaCava to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal matters regarding personnel to include Superintendent Mondanaro and Tom Goskoski, School Business Official. 
Motion carried Yes - 7  No - 0
The Board entered into Executive Session at approximately 8:50 p.m.  



Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Miller to come out of Executive Session at approximately 9:00 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes- 7  No- 0 
The Regular Meeting resumed at 9:01 p.m.

Suggestion was made that the Board conduct a worksession with Ben Ferrara with regards to Board of Education issues.

Trustee Dwyer left the meeting at approximately 9:24 p.m.

It was agreed to schedule a tentative date of October 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the District Office for a worksession regarding the role of the Board, contracts, and executive session.  The back up date will tentatively be November 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the district office.
XI. Adjournment
Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Garabedian to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:42 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes- 6  No- 0 Absent – 1 (Dwyer)







Respectfully submitted,
Tom Goskoski, Acting District Clerk
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