LAFAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

5955 Route 20 West

LaFayette, New York 13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

 September 25, 2008
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, September 25, 2008, in the C. Grant Grimshaw cafeteria. The meeting was called to order by President LaCava at approximately 6:30 p.m.  Present were Trustees Dwyer, Keefe, Miller and Sofranko.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Tigh, Tom Goskoski, School Business Official, Diane Ellsworth, Onondaga Nation School Principal, Lisa Cuddy, and Eliza Bailey.  Also present were community members Maria Brothers and Gwen Jerome.
II. Pledge of Allegiance   
III. Opening Remarks
President LaCava welcomed everyone in attendance and stated that the Board would conduct its regular agenda tonight. He stated that Trustees Akl and Dadey would join the meeting shortly.
IV. Approval of Minutes
Motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Sofranko to approve the minutes from the 

September 11, 2008 Regular Meeting. 
Trustee Akl arrived at 6:35p.m.

Motion Carried (with amendments):
Yes – 5
     No – 0
Abstain – 1 (Miller)
V. District Presentations and Reports-English Language Arts K-6
A. District Presentations – Diane Ellsworth introduced Lisa Cuddy and Eliza Bailey who presented on English Language Arts in grades K-6.  Ms. Cuddy and Ms. Bailey gave an overview on how the department had adjusted their instruction over the last few years and also presented the new initiatives they are undertaking.

Trustee Dadey joined the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

B. Oral Communications – None
C. Community of Caring –None
VI. Old Business

A. Effort/Recognition

Trustee Sofranko mentioned an article in the Post-Standard’s Neighbors East about LaFayette graduate Alex Stowe, who is a student at Syracuse University and who completed a summer internship at George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate.  The Board agreed to send a letter of recognition to Alex.  Trustee Miller stated that she had heard that the Student Council did a great job at the Green Hill’s Farm’s Taming the Bull fundraising event.  Superintendent Tigh congratulated Kathy Beale for receiving a $500 grant.  He also noted that the District had received a preliminary report from the State Education Department stating that LaFayette School are in good standing for the 2008-’09 school year.  Trustee Akl noted that it was good to see some new faces on Student Council.  Trustee Keefe stated that he had several community members mention how nice the district grounds look.
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B. Board of Education Retreat

There was no further discussion on the retreat.
C. High School Gym Floor

President LaCava stated that the design was still being worked on.
VII.    New Business


President LaCava gave an update on the Board Officers training that he and Vice-President Dadey had recently attended in Albany.  He reminded the Board that Superintendent Tigh was the media contact for the district and that he is the media contact for the Board.  He also gave a brief report on the Onondaga-Madison School Boards Association’s annual meeting.  He noted that Trustees Akl and Dadey were in the process of setting up a meeting with representatives from the Town of LaFayette.  President LaCava asked the Policy Committee to set up a date to meet.  He further asked the Board to review their policy manuals and to make suggestions for revisions.  He indicated that perhaps safety and security items be reviewed first.

Trustee Dwyer suggested posting appointments and resignations of district personnel in the meeting minutes.  Trustee Akl expressed reservation about doing that.  Trustee Keefe stated that he would like some time to think about it.  The Board agreed to carry it over to Old Business.
VIII. Superintendent’s Report
A. Consent Board Action Items – 
On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Miller to approve the following:

1. Policy 6551 – Family and Medical Leave Act(FMLA) – 3rd & final reading

2. Treasurer’s Report – July 2008
             Motion Carried:

Yes - 7 
No - 0

B. Personnel

On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Miller to approve Personnel Appointments 1 (a through d).
1. Appointments

a. Instructional - # (10)
b. Non-Instructional - #4 & #5
c. Substitute - #4

d. Board of Education #1

Motion carried:

Yes – 7 
No – 0

C. Non-Action Items
1. Review of Management AIM goals – School Business Official Goskoski reviewed the updated AIM goals for Management with the Board.
LaFayette Central School District

Regular Board Meeting – September 25, 2008

Page 3
2. Receipt of Special Legislative Funding – Superintendent Tigh noted that the funding had been received.
D. Communications: 
1. LTA letter

2. E-mail from LTA secretary

3. Teacher Grant Award Letter
E. Calendar Review:
1. September 25 – ONS Welcome Back Dinner and Open House

2. September 26 – Jr./Sr. High – Pep Rally

3. September 27 – Homecoming

4. October 4 – Apple Festival King & Queen chosen

5. October 9 – Booster Club Meeting

6. October 9 – Board of Education meeting at LaFayette District Office – 6:30 pm

7. October 10 – Superintendent Conference Day

8. October 12 – Apple Run

9. October 13 – Columbus Day – No School

10. October 23 – Board of Education meeting at the Onondaga Nation School – 6:30 pm

11. October 28 – Junior/Senior High School Parent Group meeting

12. October 31 – Grimshaw Halloween Parade – 10:15ish
IX. Financial Reports 

A. Warrants - #3F, #5A, #5R – FYI
X.  Closing Remarks
A. Oral Communications – Maria Brothers expressed concern over Grimshaw students having two specials per day and an outdoor recess.  She was concerned about the amount of time students are away from their teachers each day.  The Board thanked Ms. Brothers for her concern and indicated that it would be looked at.
XI. Adjournment
Motion by Trustee Dwyer, seconded by Trustee Dadey to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:45 p.m.

Motion carried:

Yes – 7

No - 0 







Respectfully submitted,
Tom Goskoski, Interim District Clerk
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