INSIDE ADDRESS AND OPENING PARAGRAPH
Dear Assemblyman/Senator _____________:

CHOOSE ONE 

· As a (resident/parent/student) of the LaFayette Central School District, I write today to beg your support of our school district.  While I realize the dire financial position of the state, the continuation of the Gap Elimination Adjustment drastically impacts my school district. 

· I am a (resident/parent/student) in the LaFayette Central School District and I write today to express my deep concern about what may happen to my school district.  I know our state is facing enormous financial difficulties, but the continuation of a Gap Elimination Adjustment disproportionately hurts our school district more than others.  This simply cannot be.

· I am scared.  As a (resident/parent/taxpayer/student) in the LaFayette Central School District, I need your help.  The continuation of the Gap Elimination Adjustment is simply devastating to my school district, while other districts will barely feel the pain.  The students in our district need your support to not allow this to happen.

· Upstate rural school districts are under attack.  Their very being is at risk.  As a (resident/parent/ taxpayer/student) in the LaFayette Central School District, I am asking for your help in protecting our school district.

· As a resident and taxpayer in the LaFayette Central School District, I voted to elect you to represent us in Albany.  I now need you to what we sent you to Albany to do.  The continuation of the Gap Elimination Adjustment for my school district is crippling our school district and our community.  Our students need your support as our representative in Albany.

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 2--STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
CHOOSE ONE 

· The NYS budget has caused our school district, which is 58.5% dependent on state and federal aid, to lose $3,683 per pupil over the past two years.    Simultaneously, the NYS budget has caused the Pittsford Central School District lose only $836 per student, and the Scarsdale schools only $314 per pupil.  Those school districts have much more expansive programs than do we, and such minimal cuts to their school district will have little impact on their students.  Conversely, our students may indeed lose programs essential to their education and we may see the reduction of countless teachers and staff.
· The aid cuts enacted by the NYS legislature disproportionately hurt schools in poor rural school districts.  For example, our school district has lost $3,683 per pupil, while the students in Westchester County have lost, on average, just $722 per pupil.  The students in those school districts already enjoy an enormous educational advantage over our students due to the extensive programs they offer.  The aid cuts have caused our school district to reduce the number of educational opportunities for our children.  I assure you this would not be the case in Westchester County.

· The NYS budget has had a devastating impact on the poor, rural school districts in our region.  My own district has lost $3,683 per pupil over the past several years!  Simultaneously, wealthy suburban districts have lost well less than half of that amount.   While those wealthy districts may make minor cuts to their programs, our school district is metaphorically "bleeding out."  We may indeed be cutting programs that will have a devastating impact on our children…now and in the future.

· The NYS budget has cut the state aid for my school district almost five times the cut for the Sag Harbor Union Free School District.  FIVE TIMES FOR A DISTRICT OF SIMILAR SIZE!  The cut proposed for that school district will have little or no impact on their operations.  Their students will continue to enjoy a program that our students have never even dreamed of.  While the students of this wealthy district prosper from the education provided them, our students may have a school with larger classes and significantly fewer athletic and co-curricular opportunities.  

· The NYS budget has widened the gap between the rich and the poor in our state.  The recognized achievement gaps between students in wealthy communities and students in poorer communities will be exacerbated by the continuation of a Gap Elimination Adjustment.  My district has lost $3,683 per pupil over the past several years, while the students in wealthy districts, both upstate and downstate, will lose less than half that amount per pupil.  This is simply unacceptable.

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 3—PROPOSED SOLUTION
CHOOSE ONE  

· There is a simple solution to this.  Both the Assembly and Senate need to recognize the current inequity in state aid to education.  As such, I urge you to apportion funds so that those that have lost the most aid under the Gap Elimination Adjustment get the greatest restoration.  

· One solution would be to reverse the Gap Elimination Adjustment with a more equitable distribution of state aid to education.  This would take less funding away from those that were most hurt by the original GEA, yet would provide some increased funding for all districts.   Doing this would lessen the destructive impact on the poor, mostly rural, school districts, while also hurting the wealthier school districts less.

· I propose that our elected leaders allocate NYS aid to education exactly in the same way that the Gap Elimination Adjustment undid aid to rural schools.  This would restore more funding to those who lost the most under the GEA, while still providing additional funding to all districts.  This would more hurt the poorer districts less while also providing more aid to all districts.  

· The school districts in your legislative district are being hurt more deeply than many others in the state.   There is one easy way to lessen the impact on your districts.   NYS aid to education should be used to provide more funds to those who would have lost the most under the Governor's Gap Elimination Adjustment.  While all districts would benefit, the districts that you represent would be hurt less than under the last two NYS budgets.  Poor districts would be hurt less, while wealthier districts would benefit as well.

· One simple solution exists.  Pass a NYS budget that undoes the inequity created by the Gap Elimination Adjustment.  This would reduce the impact on the poorest districts while also providing some benefit to the wealthiest school districts.  The new funds should be apportioned in the same manner as the aid was taken away.  Those who would have lost the most would get the greatest restoration.  

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 4—CALL TO ACTION
CHOOSE ONE  

· I am scared.  I am scared to think of what will become of the community in which live/work.  And, I am scared to imagine the quality of the education children will receive if the NYS budget continues to favor wealthier school districts.  Will you join Senators: Ritchie, Libous, Maziarz, Farley, Saland, Seward, Bonacic, Little, Young, Nozzolio, Griffo, Ranzenhofer, McDonald, O’Mara, and Gallivan and Assemblymen: Burling and Oakes in publicly stating you will only support a budget that is fair to upstate, rural school districts? Our children, and our upstate economy, need your support on this.

· As our representative in Albany, will you support what I propose?  Our children need you.  Senators: Ritchie, Libous, Maziarz, Farley, Saland, Seward, Bonacic, Little, Young, Nozzolio, Griffo, Ranzenhofer, McDonald, O’Mara, and Gallivan and Assemblymen: Burling and Oakes have gone on the record in denouncing the inequity to education.  Will you do the same?

· Now more than ever, those who elected you need your representation on what may be the most important issue you have ever faced.  Will you vow to not vote for a state budget that disproportionately hurts districts like ours?  A number of your Upstate colleagues have already made known their disgust with the inequities that exist in the Gap Elimination Adjustment.  Will you do the same?

· Our children need your support.  Can we count on you to promise to not support any budget bill that will disproportionately hurt our children?  Will you join Senators: Ritchie, Libous, Maziarz, Farley, Saland, Seward, Bonacic, Little, Young, Nozzolio, Griffo, Ranzenhofer, McDonald, O’Mara, and Gallivan and Assemblymen: Burling and Oakes supporting upstate, rural schools?

· As one elected to represent our community, can I count on you to support our school district?  We need you to promise to not support future cuts to education.  Other upstate representatives, both in the Assembly and the Senate, have publicly denounced the Governor's aid proposal.  Will you do the same?  And, will you vow to only vote affirmatively for a budget that restores aid in an equitable fashion?

PARAGRAPH NUMBER 5—CLOSING
CHOOSE ONE  

· I beg you to represent our children.  Please work with your upstate colleagues, regardless of party affiliation, to ensure our upstate schools are not devastated.  

· The economy of upstate New York is fully dependent on strong, vibrant schools.  Please do all that you can to support the school districts in your legislative district.  Thank you for your consideration and service.

· I hope I can count on you to protect our schools and our students.  Your service to our region is appreciated.

· Thank you for all you have done in the past for the residents of our district.  Please stand with us on this important issue.

· I deeply appreciate your strong support of our schools in the past, and hope you will demonstrate the same now and in the future.  Our children need you.  

 
Sincerely,        Respectfully,               Yours truly,                With sincere appreciation, 

 

Name

Address

Phone Number

