LA FAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

LaFayette, New York  13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Regular Board Meeting
March 14, 2013 Minutes - Amended
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, March 14, 2013, in the Big Picture School.  President Keefe called the meeting to order at approximately 5:33 p.m.  Present were:  Vice President Sofranko and Trustees Scofield, Dodge, Akl, and Whitney.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Tigh, School Business Administrator Mahunik, Board Clerk Munnell and Non-Voting Member Jacques; Others in attendance were:  Community/Staff members present: Susan Osborn, Greg Bump, Jennifer Blossey, Diane Ellsworth, Paula Cowling, Sue Bang, David Stablein, April Palmer, Jared Palmer, Robert Annese, Mitchel Dadey, Will Gonyea, Daryl Felice, Anne Courtwright, Joyce Lewis, Bob Cross, Linda Spelder, Jeff Spelder, Kym Weil, Karen Farmer, Vicky Gibson, Mr. Anderson, Adrian Shute, Sarah Dadey.
Trustee LaCava was excused for the evening.
II. Opening Remarks

President Keefe announced we will be opening with an Executive Session with the Administrators and that this will be a Regular Meeting of the Board with presentations from the District Grade 7-12 Math Coordinator and Grimshaw School’s School Library Media Educator.

The Board, entered into Executive Session to discuss administrator negotiations pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law at approximately 5:33 p.m.

Motion by Trustee Scofield, seconded by Vice President Sofranko to come out of Executive Session at 6:00 p.m.

Motion carried:

Yes – 6
No – 0 

Abstain – 0 

The meeting resumed at 6:05 p.m.

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

President Keefe led those in attendance in the pledge.

IV. Approval of Minutes  
Regular Minutes – February 28, 2013 with amendments - Motion by Trustee Akl; Seconded by Trustee Dodge

Motion carried:

Yes – 6
No – 0 

Abstain – 0 
V. District Presentations and Reports 
A. Presentation

1. Daryl Felice, Grades 7-12 Math Coordinator:  shared with the Board information regarding the math program.  She announced that today was Pi ([image: image1.wmf]) Day!  She had a handout that described the Common Core State Standards, 7-12 Schedule and Courses for 2013-2014, NCAA Approval for Math Courses, possible  Pre-Requisites for Math Classes, State Education Department “Fun Facts” and Priorities.
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1. Susanne Bang – C. Grant Grimshaw School Library Media Specialist: informed the Board that she and Matthew Priest, Grimshaw 6th Grade Teacher, were awarded a grant from the OCM-BOCES Library Systems.  They were able to buy a weather systems and equipment.  They also obtained a “green” screen that can be used with projects and videos.  The weather system is mounted on the Grimshaw roof and is live on the web, which can be accessed through the LaFayette website, Library page and Mr. Priest’s 6th grade page.
2. Paula Cowling, Director of Curriculum and Instruction:  on their next Professional Development Day the staff will be working on formative assessments with the emphasis on preparing students and staff for successful testing results.
3. Greg Bump, Principal, C. Grant Grimshaw School:  on Wednesday, he and Patty Sofranko, Professional Development Coordinator at Child Care Solutions, had a meeting with potential pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten parents about what to expect for their child attending school in the future.  He also talked about how well the Odyssey of the Mind teams that competed on Saturday, March 9.  The teams placed second, third and seventh.  It was a great learning experience and are looking to expand to include fourth and fifth graders next year.  He also communicated to the Board a new program for second and third graders called Enrichment After School.  There are 60 students signed up to participate.
4. Susan Osborn, Principal, Big Picture School:  Staff is collecting college acceptance letters for the 401 students.  They have 8 students signed up for the MOST science fair.  Students from Big Picture who are enrolled in STEP will be presenting at the Professional Development training meeting at the High School on Friday, March 15.
5. Diane Ellsworth, Principal, Onondaga Nation School:  Teachers have been piloting a math program from McGraw-Hill publishing and so far feedback from teachers has been positive.  Last year’s enrollment for the pre-K program was 4 students and enrollment for next year is already at 19.  The staff and students are preparing for the State Assessments coming soon.
B. Oral Communications

1. Community Connections – The Binghamton newspaper reported that the C. Grant Grimshaw School from LaFayette to participate in the Odyssey of the Mind was the farthest traveling team.
VI. Old Business
VII. New Business
A. School Administrator Peter Mahunik explained the proposal for bus purchases that includes 1-66 passenger bus and 1-24 passenger bus.  A resolution at the next Board meeting will need to be Board approved in order for the proposal to be included on the ballot at the annual vote.
VIII. Superintendent’s Report 
A. Board Action Items - Consent 

On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh to table item #4 for further revision.

	4.
	Approve 2013-2014 Staff/Student Calendar
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IX. Superintendent’s Report-continued 
On the recommendation of Trustee Akl to table item #1 so a committee can be formed to consider further.

	1.
	Adopt Policy 7571 – Use of Movies/Videos – 2nd Reading


On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Vice President Sofranko, seconded by Trustee Akl to approve Items A-3 & 5:
	3.
	Approve Corrective Action Plan for 2011-2012 Audit 

	5.
	Approve Track & Field Athletes to Combine with Faith Heritage School


Motion carried:

Yes – 6
No - 0 

Abstain – 0
On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Vice President Sofranko, seconded by Trustee Akl to approve Items A-2:
	2.
	Approve Amendment to Superintendent Contract


Motion carried:

Yes – 5
No - 1 
(M. Dodge)
Abstain – 0
B. Personnel
On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Trustee Scofield, seconded by Trustee Dodge to approve Items B-1a & b:
	1.
	Appointment – 2012-2013

	
	a.
	Substitute Teachers - #11

	
	b.
	Interscholastic Sports - #6


Motion carried:

Yes – 6
No - 0 

Abstain – 0
C. Board Non-Action Items

D. Communications
1. Board Clerk Munnell asked the Board if anyone is interested in attending the Annual Meeting at OCM-BOCES to be held on April 11.  There is a scheduled meeting of the Board on that night.  Board Clerk Munnell will inform BOCES of the conflict and that no one will be attending.
2. A Thank You Note from a newly retired staff member was shared.

3. A Thank You Letter from parents of students who participated in the Odyssey of the Mind was shared.
E. Calendar Review

1. March 28 – Regular Board meeting to be held at the District Office.  The regular meeting is scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m.  It was decided to change the meeting to the Grimshaw School Cafeteria.
X. Financial Reports 
None
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XI. Closing Remarks

A. Oral Communications:  
1. Paula Cowling:  She indicated that she would like to be on the committee for Policy 7571 and also asked that students be included on the committee.

2. Anne Courtwright:  She stated that the stipend for the superintendent would be unfair to teachers and other employees of the district. 
3. Joyce Lewis:  She talked about the lack of electives at the Jr./Sr. High School.
4. Daryl Felice read a letter from staff member Maura Daly regarding concern over the Policy 7571.
XII. Executive Session

On the recommendation of President Keefe, a motion by Trustee Akl, seconded by Vice President Sofranko to enter into Executive Session to discuss matters of pending litigation. 


Motion carried 
Yes – 6
No – 0 

Abstain – 0 

The Board, entered into Executive Session at approximately 7:20 p.m.

Motion by Trustee Scofield, seconded by Trustee Dodge to come out of Executive Session at 8:24 p.m.

XIII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn by Trustee Scofield and seconded by Trustee Dodge at approximately 8:25 p.m.


Motion carried: 
Yes – 6
No – 0 

Abstain - 0
Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Munnell
District Clerk
