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GRADING POLICY FOR SR. & JR. HIGH CHORUS

CHORUS CLASS
(60% of overall chorus grade per quarter)

A) Cooperation and performance in rehearsal.

1) Demonstrates respect, positive attitude, and attentiveness.

2) Demonstrates a willingness to improve on their abilities.

a) Doing all vocal exercises requested by the teacher

b) Mouth open to work on enunciation

c) Good posture:  sitting or standing up straight, arms unfolded, no hands in pockets, head up and relaxed.

d) No gum chewing, no food or drink in the classroom

3) Participation  (includes attendance for class and concerts)

a) All concerts are mandatory for each student to attend

b) 20 points will be deducted from the students’ grade for missing a concert during the quarter in which the concert occurred 

c) Acceptable excuses are:  death in the family or illness of student 
1. A note from either home or the doctor must be presented to the teacher describing the reason for the absence.  
2. The teacher will have the discretion in regards to acceptance of the excuse.

4) Appropriate Behavior

a) No talking out-of-turn

b) Appropriate language and gestures

c) No physical contact such as pushing, hitting, poking, etc.

B) Preparation

1) Folders complete with each piece of music (any lost or damaged music will have to be reimbursed to the school by the student)

2) Pencil in each folder and music marked appropriately

3) Ready to sing at assigned section

4) Be on time to class

VOICE LESSONS
(25% of overall chorus grade per quarter)

A) Lesson attendance is mandatory for each student.  Each student will be individually evaluated and given a numerical grade.  The grade will be determined by using the same criteria used for chorus.  (The following criteria are subject to change once our new schedule is in place and operating).

· There will be 4 lessons each quarter for each student.

· A missed lesson MUST be made-up before the students’ next lesson.

· A grade of zero (0) will be given for each lesson missed.

· ALL lessons are to be attended or made-up.  
B) Lesson participation and preparation

1) Choral music prepared

2) Specifically assigned vocal materials and techniques
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS/TESTS
(15% of overall chorus grade per quarter)

A) A minimum of one (1) homework/classwork assignment or test will be given to each student per quarter.

1) A written “Concert Critique” will be done by each student after each concert as the students view a video of the concert.

2) Assignments can be administered during chorus class or vocal lessons.

B) A “Midterm” will be administered at the end of the 2nd Quarter.  It will either be a written or singing exam.
FINAL EXAM  -  Singing and written
(counts as 5th quarter – 20%)

A) Chorus students will be required to take a “Final Exam” at the end of the 4th quarter.

B) The “Final Exam” will be based upon:

1) Singing a prepared, assigned solo for the appropriate level of difficulty.

2) Written portion based on material learned throughout the year.

C) A student who participates in the N.Y.S.S.M.A. solo festival in May will not be required to take the “singing” portion of the Final Exam, but will still need to take the “written” portion.
The following chart is a “Rubric” to be used to monitor quarterly participation/progress in chorus
RUBRIC FOR CHORUS PARTICIPATION

(a minus/plus sign after an expectation means needs improvement/exceptional work)
	POINTS
	EXPECTATIONS

	90-100
	· Student is always attentive and on-task during class.

· Student exhibits exceptional behavior, providing a model for others.

· Student shows a continuous effort to master the course objectives.

· Student is inquisitive, asks questions out of necessity and interest.

· Student always has required materials in class.

· Student is always on time for class.  Materials ready and listening for directions.

· Student participates to the best of his/her ability and puts forth continuous effort.

	80-89
	· Student is usually attentive, needing few reminders to listen attentively.

· Student works consistently to achieve the course objectives for the most part.

· Student sometimes asks questions and participates in classroom discussions.

· Student sometimes forgets required materials.

· Student is usually on time for class.

· Student participates most of the time in chorus and puts forth acceptable effort.

	70-79
	· Student often needs repeated reminders to pay attention, stop talking, participate in class and follow the school or 
                classroom rules of behavior.

· Student often disrupts the class/rehearsal.

· Student often forgets required materials.

· Student rarely participates in classroom discussions.

· Student is often late for class.

· Student could improve effort in mastering the course objectives.

	60-69
	· Student is off-task most of the time.

· Student disrupts the class and has a negative effect on the learning of others.

· Student shows very little attempt to achieve the course objectives.

· Student rarely has required materials.

· Student is rarely on time for class.

· Student displays very little effort in participation.

· A parent/teacher meeting is recommended.

	50-59
	· Student is a major disruption in the classroom and interrupts the learning of others.

· There has been no attempt to master the course objectives or contribute to the class.

· Student never has required materials.

· Student is always late for class.

· Student puts forth no effort in improving his/her own skills.

· Student does not participate in class activities.

· A parent/teacher meeting is required.



Participation Grade: _____________

Quarter: ______
Vocal Lessons         Rules and Regulations

1.  Voice lessons count as 25% of your quarter grade and are MANDATORY for all Jr./Sr. High Chorus students to attend.

2.   Each student is scheduled to have 4 lessons per quarter.  Each student is to have a minimum of 3 lessons per quarter.  
      1 of the 4 scheduled lessons will be excused ONLY IF THE STUDENT COMMUNICATES TO MR. CZYZ THE REASON   

      FOR THE ABSENSE AND IT IS ONE OF THE “LEGAL EXCUSES”. 
3.   Each lesson will receive a numerical grade and will be based upon participation, effort and  preparation when applicable.

Reasons for legally missing a vocal lesson:

Because there are only 4 lessons per quarter that the students attend, the following reasons will be considered as excuses for missing a lesson.  

· Yes…a lesson may be missed because of a test/quiz/lab/PE, etc. but only one lesson will be able to use that excuse.  Any other conflicts, that lesson must be made up.

· Field trips will count as a legal missed lesson and does NOT need to be made up.

-      When Mr. Czyz cancels for some reason, you do NOT need to make-up that lesson.
Making-up a missed lesson:  

The times to make up a lesson are with another “voice like” group, during the designated “make-up lesson” periods or after school.  

· Any lesson that is missed MUST be made up before the student’s next scheduled lesson.  
                  If a student does not make it up before the next scheduled lesson, it is a permanent zero (0).

· Students must inform the teacher, whose class they intend to make-up a lesson during, that it is a make-up lesson.  You will only be allowed to the make-up lesson if approved by your teacher.

· Please inform Mr. Czyz as to your reason for missing.  Communication is necessary!!
Concerts
· ALL concerts are mandatory for attendance.  Excuses such as job, sporting event, family outings or family “celebrations” are NOT acceptable excuses.  Please refer to the District calendar for the scheduled “Winter” and “Spring” concert dates and make your plans around them.

· Concert Dress is going to be the usual “black bottom” (preferably pants) and “white tops” for each concert.  You will be informed of any modifications if it needs to be changed for some reason.
· The “tops” should be plain white with no prints or designs on them.  Please be sure they do not show the belly or are not low-cut blouses.

· The “bottoms” are to be solid black.  Ladies may wear a skirt, but should be knee length or more.  No short mini-skirts will be allowed.  

· Comfortable shoes should be worn.  Preferably no flip-flops or sneakers.

· Gentlemen do NOT have to wear a tie, but can if they so wish.  
RULES & REGULATIONS IN THE CLASSROOM
1. Dispose of all gum products in waste paper basket upon entering chorus.  In other words, “NO GUM CHEWING!”

2. No food, candy, or drink (except water) allowed in L.G.I. room or in the auditorium.

3. Each student will be expected to sing at each class period unless granted permission by the teacher, doctor or parent due to illness.  Refusal to participate will result in an after-school detention.  Students are to sing in their assigned section for every chorus class.

4.     BE ON TIME!  The first and second late (without a pass) will be warnings.  The third time late will result in an after-school detention.  Each  

        late after that will be an after-school detention and a phone call home.

5.     To use the bathroom…Only 1 male and 1 female student at a time will be permitted to leave.  They must have the chorus pass.
6.     Rudeness will not be tolerated!  Students are expected to remain polite, courteous and respectful and not talk “out of turn!”  Persistence in   

        this area will result in after-school detentions and phoning home.

7.     Each student will be assigned a music folder.  It must contain a pencil, music and this regulation sheet.  You are also responsible for any lost  

        or damaged folders or music.  You will be charged the replacement value.

8.     Every student is expected to sing to the best of their ability.  We should all strive to gain knowledge and an appreciation for the art of singing.

                 ***All chorus members are required to attend all concerts and performances scheduled throughout the year.  
                           Students will be excused from a concert for the following reasons only:
a) death of a relative

b) illness:  an excuse for illness will require a note from the parent or doctor.

c) Unavoidable personal conflict (a note is required and approved by the teacher as legal).
d) If a student has knowledge of an upcoming conflict with a scheduled concert, the teacher should be notified at least 2 weeks prior to the conflicting date.

Final Performance Evaluation
ALL students will be required to take a “Final Performance Evaluation” at the end of the school year.  Students who participate in the New York State School Music Association’s Solo Festival will use their solo as their evaluation.  Each student will be assigned a solo to learn and will then perform for Mr. Czyz ONLY on the given dates to be determined.  This is the student’s FINAL EXAM and should be taken very seriously….it counts as their 5th quarter grade.
The following is the criteria used to adjudicate each student’s performance……..
Final Performance Evaluation

Tone: (The sound produced by the voice) 
20 points

Quality (The beauty and/or clarity of the vocal sound)


Consistency (The evenness of the vocal sound)


Projection (The ability to project so as to hear the tones)

Intonation:  (The accuracy of pitches in relation to each other)
10 points
Technique:  (The physical ability required to produce notes correctly)
20 points

Breath Control (The physical ability required to produce notes correctly)


Flexibility (The ease of maneuverability throughout the voice range)


Posture (The position of the body)

Diction:  (The articulation of vowels and consonants)
10 points
Accuracy:  (The exact realization of the notated music)
  20 points

Notes (The performance of notes as written)


Rhythm (The performance of rhythms as written)


Steadiness of Rhythms (The performer’s ability to keep a steady tempo or follow tempo change       

                                                     markings)

Interpretation: (The performer’s realization of the composer’s aesthetic intent and the performer’s artistic expression)
               20 points

Dynamics (The contrast between loud and soft)


Style (The understanding of the composer’s musical intent)


Phrasing (The shaping of a musical idea)


Expression (The performer’s understanding of the aesthetic qualities inherent in the composition)

Stage Presence (The appearance and poise of the performer)
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This page is to be signed by both the student and the parent after the materials have been read.  Please return only this page to Mr. Czyz by September 23, 2011.  
Thank you!!
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I have read and understand the information regarding the Grading Policy, Rules and Regulations for Voice Lessons and Classroom, Rubric, and Final Exam and have taken notice of the calendar of music events for Senior High or Junior High Chorus.

_____________________________________
​​​​​​_____________________________________

student name (please print name)


student signature

_____________________________________
____________________

parent signature




date
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